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Palestine. Proposals by Mr. Morris 3rnst. 


Refers MB’. Rundall's letter to Mr. Bell of 10th 
March (AN870/183/45). regarding ir. Ernst, 
Mr. Ernst saw the Ambassador on March 31st and said 
that he wa: going to Palestine out he ppgposed rirst 
to visit the United Kingdom. His ultimate aim is to 
revive the proposal put to him by Preahdent oosevelt 
in 1944, this is that the Pales#éine situation will 
be greatly eased if all nations can be persuaded to 
take their quota of Jewish refugees, He hopes to get 
in touch with Dr iiagnes and Co, and then send a 
letter to ir. Trygve Lie urghhg the adoption of his 
prograwne by the United Nations. 
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‘eee >} my BRITISH EMBASSY, 


WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


Ref: 1208/3/44 APE 1948 j {st April, 13%. 


Oo ee 


‘RESTRICTED 


Dear Department, 


Please refer to Rundall's letter to Walter 
Bell AN 870/183/45 of the 10th arch about lir. Morris 
Lrnst. 


2. Mr. Ernst came to see the Anbassador on 
the 31st March and told the latter, amongst other 
things, that he hoped shortly to visit Palestine. 

He proposed first to go to the united Kingdom and is, 
in fact, leaving the United States by air on the 3rd 
April. 


Bs In conversation with the Aiubassador iir. 
Ernst referred to an old idea which he said President 
Roosevelt had put to him in 1944. This was that the 
Palestine problem would be greatly eased if other 
nations could be persuaded to take their quota of 
Jewish refugees. kr. Ernst took some soundings about 
this at the time but the idea was dropped. He now 
wishes to take it up again on his own initiative, and 
the object of his visit to Palestine is to get into 
touch with Dr. iiagnes and other likeminded “ews of 
standing, in the hope that they will agree to send a 
letter to Mir. Trygve Lie embodying his ideas and 
urging the adoption of his progranme by the United 
Nations. 


4. He left with the Ambassador a draft of 
such a letter. It points out the key role of 
immigration in the Falestine problem and the bad 
effect on the Arabs of the “pressed and hurried 
inmigration" to which the Jews were driven by Nazi 


/persecution. 


Kastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, Dells 1. 
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persecution. This would, it continues, still be a 
difficult problew even for a Jewish state created 
under partition and the conclusion is drawn that 
good Jewish-arab relations in Palestine can only be 
achieved if 411 me..bers of the United Nations egree 
together to grant asylum to all Displaced Persons. 
This would enable the inhabitants of Felestine to 
view the problem in new terms and it might then be 
possible to set up @ bi-national or federal state 
with Jewish immigration proceeding at a rate which 
would not alar:i the Arabs. With the opening of 
other countries to Displaced Persons, those Jews 
who wished to iwuigrate into Falestine would be 
persons really desiring to work there rather than 
refugees. At the séme time a Jordan Valley authority 
might be established with United States financial 
and technical essistance. In the meantime a 
temporery trusteeship should be set up in order to 
give time for the necessary arrangements to be made. 


° It is unlikely that Mr. urnst's proposals 
will have much success in present conditions, but 
we thought that you might like to know about them 
since he may call at the Foreign Office while he is 
in the United Kingdom. If you think it worthwhile, 
perhaps you would inform Jerusalem of any approach 
he may wake to you. we do not know how long he 
proposes to stay in the United Kingdom as no reply 
has yet been received from verusalem to the 
application which was wade on his pehalf for a visa 
for Falestine. If Jerusalem are not able to give 
this reply before the 2nd April they will send it 
to London. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 
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sa eRIVATS SSORSIARY 6 : 
af Lorris srnst 
I understand that ur. ornst has asked to 8ee the 
ecretary of State. lie is « wellknown and very able 
erican lawyer and a prominent .iberal in U.S. volitics. 
he is a friend or the Chancellor oi the axchequer, who 
finds hima reliable and useful informaant a8 he is in 
touch with a fairy representative cross-section of 
Uese public opinion. 
ire srynst is on his way to PuleStine Gnd sav Lord 
Inverchayel Shortly before he left the United states. 
Yhe objeet of his journey is apparently to interest 
vraninent Jews there and, through then, the United 
Yations, in a ,lan to versuade all countries to take 
their quote of Jewish refugees in order to ease the 
Situation in valeBtinae. According to uf. Srnst, this 
idea was first .vut to him by vresident Roosevelt in 


1g lie 


Pe Se JIteyvhens) 
th April, 19.6. 


